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8 September 1859

Holland, Michigan

A news note in De Hollander reported that Dr. C. P. Marsh moved to Kalamazoo, Michigan.
The buckwheat crop was hit badly by the recent frost. "...The Lord makes rich and poor, he is
sovereign."
In Dutch; translation by Simone Kennedy, 2002.
Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.

1859, 09-08

Translated by Simone Kennedy

De Hollander, Thursday 8 September 1859
M.D. leaves, Colony grows, buckwheat crop destroyed

"It has become reality. Dr. C.P. Marsh, who has served our community as General
Practitioner for more than seven years, has decided to go to Kalamazoo, to reside in the
town of his brother-in-law (Professor Allen). He transferred his business to Mr. J.E.
Sutton and Mr. W.E. Down, who will continue the practice as recommended by Professor
W.R. Marsh of Keokuk, Iowa."

"We frequently receive visitors, other Dutch who live elsewhere and also Americans who
heard good things about the Dutch Colony in Michigan. We exceeded the expectation of
many of them, who then decided to live among us. We would like to provide you with the
right number of people living in our town and the ten towns closest to us, but we fear that
we will not be able to do so until the general census, which will be held next year
throughout the Union. We would rather not take a wild guess, because that often leads to
disappointment. For example, we did not think that Graafschap would top eighty
families, but some research showed that it had thirty of even forty more families than we
had estimated. You could get quite a surprise when visiting the communities and asking
for some more figures."
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"We just gave you some good news, but now we'll have to give you some sad news
again. You know that the buckwheat crop looked most wonderful and was estimated to
result in 35 to 40 bushels per acre. But this valuable crop, worth thousands of dollars, was
nearly completely destroyed because of the night frost of last Sunday, Thursday and the
day before yesterday. We estimated 'thousands of dollars' —if there were 500 farmers
with two acres of buckwheat each, who could get 30 bushels per acre and sell it for 50
cents per bushel, the loss would already be $15,000. And we might still be far off in our
estimate! Moreover, how much damage did the corn crop suffer? We do not dare to give
an estimate. It may not be so bad, just like the wheat crop. Whatever happened, this is
true: The Lord makes rich and poor, he is sovereign."

1859, 09-08. De Hollander, M.D. leaves, Colony grows, buckwheat crop destroyed.
Page 2

